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improvement, and the picturesque adornment of his ter-
ritories*
TO D. TEBBY, ESQ.,
edinburgh, 2&1 January, 1818.
my dear tebby, — You have by this time the con-
tinuation of the drama, down to the commencement of
the third act, as I have your letter on the subject of the
first. You will understand that I only mean them as
sketches; for the first and second acts are too short, and
both want much to combine them with the third. I can
easily add music to Miss Devorgoil's part. As to Bra-
ham, he is a beast of an actor, though an angel of a
singer, and truly I do not see what he could personify.
Let me know, however, your thoughts and wishes, and
all shall be moulded to the best of my power to meet
them: the point is to make it take if we can; the rest is
all leather and prunella. A great many things must
occur to you technically better, in the way of alteration
and improvement, and you know well that, though too
indolent to amend things1 on my own conviction, I am
always ready to make them meet my friends' wishes if
possible. We shall both wish it better than I can make
it, but there is no reason why we should not do for it all
that we can. I advise you to take some sapient friend
into your counsels, and let me know the result, returning
the MS. at the same time.
I am now anxious to complete Abbotsford. I think
I told you I mean to do nothing whatever to the present
house, but to take it away altogether at some future
time, so that I finish the upper story without any com-
munication with Mrs. Bedford's ci-devant mansion, and
shall place the opening in the lower story, wherever it
will be most suitable for the new house, without regard
to defacing the temporary drawing-room. I am quite
feverish about the armory. I have two pretty complete
suits of armor — one Indian one, and a cuirassier's, with

